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School of Athens in isolation 


General Principles for Remote Learning (Adapted from Brandon Bayne, UNC - Chapel Hill, Spring Updated Syllabus)

· Nobody signed up for this.
· Not for the sickness, not for the social distancing, not for the sudden end of our collective lives together on campus
· You: Not for learning remotely from home or elsewhere under non-ideal circumstances, not for varied access to learning materials
· Me: not for teaching remotely, not for mastering new technologies 
· The humane option is the best option.
· We are going to prioritize supporting each other as humans
· We are going to prioritize simple solutions that make sense for the most
· We are going to prioritize sharing resources and communicating clearly
· We cannot just do the same thing online.
· Some assignments are no longer possible
· Some expectations are no longer reasonable
· Some objectives are no longer valuable
· We will remain flexible and adjust to the situation.
· Nobody knows where the situation is going
· We cannot predict ahead of time whether the current practices we adopt will be useful or need to be modified along the way
· Everybody needs support and understanding in this unprecedented moment
· We will foster intellectual nourishment, social connection, and personal accommodation.
· Accessible asynchronous content for diverse access, time zones, and contexts
· Optional synchronous discussion to learn together and combat isolation




Updated Course Format


· Format
· 
· Asynchronous component: A video recorded and uploaded by me on moodle – ideally by Wednesday. You will be required to watch this video and the do the readings on your own time. If you have any questions on the material you can email them to me, or bring them with you to:

· Synchronous component: Live session on Thursday 11:00 am.  The format will be Q&A. I will take and answer questions you might have about this week’s material. My plan is to record and post this session later on moodle as well. (The university is still figuring this part out, and will let us know soon.) 

· As a result, the plan is that all parts of the course will be available to you to work on your own time and pace as your circumstances dictate. But, we will also be able to meet face-to-face with those who can make it. 

· Assignments
· 
· I am planning to give you one midterm and one final. They will be take-home exams. You will be distributed the questions ahead of time (48 hours), then you will submit your essays via the assignment module on moodle. I will post more information about the format and technical details when the time comes. 

· Syllabus
· 
· The material we will cover is largely the same. However, I will go over the syllabus with an eye to streamlining the readings, making more of the readings optional and adding more magazine articles and videos to the optional section for those students who are able and willing to devote time and energy to the course. 

Other matters

· I will keep posting the slides online. 
· I cannot tell you yet if you will be able to the course Pass/Fail. I am for all the solutions that give you the most flexibility. Ultimately, the decision lies with the university. I will let you know as soon as I know. 

image1.jpg




